Takata Air Bag Recalls Keep Piling
Up, But Millions Have Been Fixed
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Recalls for potentially faulty Takata air bags keep getting bigger and bigger, so it’s easy to overlook
there’s some positive news in the fact that millions of air bags have already been replaced since the
scandal broke in May 2015, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
The latest addition to the disaster was last month, when NHTSA announced the ninth U.S. fatality
caused by a rupture of a Takata air bag inflator, and the tenth worldwide. The U.S. incident involved
a 2006 Ford Ranger that was in a crash in South Carolina in late December.
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At the same time, NHTSA and Takata announced expanded recalls, affecting roughly 5 million
vehicles. Certain makes and models made by the Audi, BMW, Daimler Vans, Ford, Honda, Mazda,
Mercedes-Benz, Saab and Volkswagen brands are affected, the safety agency said.
That expansion brought to more than 28 million the total number of inflators under recall in the
United States., NHTSA said. The agency earlier issued Takata the largest civil penalty in NHTSA
history for failing to disclose the defects in its inflators and for providing NHTSA with selective,
incomplete, or inaccurate data about its inflators.
Meanwhile, progress is being made getting recall work done at dealerships. NHTSA said that as of
Feb. 12, more than 7.1 million air bags combined have been repaired or replaced as a result of the
ongoing Takata recalls, including about 4.1 million driver’s-side air bags, and 3 million passengerside air bags.
NHTSA said defective air bag inflators, which are supposed to produce gas that fills air bags to
protect vehicle occupants in the event of a crash, can create excess pressure that causes the inflator
to explode.
That can send metal fragments flying into the passenger compartment, which can cause serious
injury or even death, the agency said.
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