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U.S. federal prosecutors questioning GM lawyers
on vehicle recalls: source
Thu, Aug 21 2014

By Emily Flitter
(Reuters) - U.S. federal prosecutors have learned that lawyers for General
Motors Co were present at key meetings during which information about
problems with some of its vehicles were discussed, a source close to the
investigation said.
The prosecutors from the U.S. Department of Justice have asked how
lawyers attending those meetings participated in them and what they did
afterward with the information that was shared during the meetings, the
source said.
General Motors had issued a report in June which detailed how for 11 years
it turned a blind eye to an ignition-switch problem linked to at least 13
deaths but largely pinned the blame on what the report described as
incompetent lower-level employees, leaving top brass untouched.
Lower-level lawyers are among the 15 people GM has dismissed in the safety debacle that has resulted in millions of recalled
vehicles.
"We're cooperating fully," a representative from the company said.
The Justice Department was not immediately available for comment outside of regular U.S. business hours.
Employees within the No.1 U.S. automaker's legal department are being scrutinized for concealing evidence from regulators
about a faulty ignition switch, the Wall Street Journal reported, citing sources. (on.wsj.com/VJn4Vt)
Concealing evidence about the faulty ignition switch could have led to a potential delay in the recall of the affected vehicles,
the Journal said.
U.S. senators in July demanded to know why General Motors did not fire its top lawyer, General Counsel Michael Millikin, after
it was revealed this year that the automaker' s litigation department knew of a widespread and deadly ignition flaw but failed to
escalate the safety issue.
(Reporting by Emily Flitter in New York; Additional reporting by Tanvi Mehta in Bangalore and Paul Lienert in Detroit; Editing
by Lisa Shumaker)
© Thomson Reuters 2014. All rights reserved. Users may download and print extracts of content from this website for their
own personal and non-commercial use only. Republication or redistribution of Thomson Reuters content, including by framing
or similar means, is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of Thomson Reuters. Thomson Reuters and its logo
are registered trademarks or trademarks of the Thomson Reuters group of companies around the world.
Thomson Reuters journalists are subject to an Editorial Handbook which requires fair presentation and disclosure of relevant
interests.
This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. To order presentation-ready copies for distribution to colleagues,
clients or customers, use the Reprints tool at the top of any article or visit: www.reutersreprints.com.

